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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 27th January 2022
In Clunbury Village Hall at 7.30pm.

PRESENT
Cllr J Croxton (Chairman), Cllr I Davies (Vice Chairman), Cllr K Bailey, Cllr J Huffer, Cllr M Jones, Cllr H Price, 
Cllr P Harding, Cllr L Lewis.
Shropshire Cllr N Hartin
4 members of the public.
Ms N Adams (Parish Clerk)

The Chairman welcomed everyone and said that the Vice Chairman would be co-chairing the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr C Hern.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
As and when required.

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 23.9.21
Approved unanimously on a show of hands and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

REPORT FROM SHROPSHIRE CLLR N HARTIN
Shropshire Council’s budget consultation was presently under consideration and looking to save £10m + £3m from reserves.  There were increasingly fewer ways to cut funding.  Householders could apply for a new wheelie bin to replace boxes and simplify recycling collections.  Temporary dwellings were to be made available rather than putting people in B&Bs.  The future of the Shirehall was still under consideration.
Highways/drainage work was moving towards in-house with additional funding.  Cllr Hartin proposed inviting the Portfolio Holder Dean Carroll to a meeting locally.  Parish Councillors asked that Clunbury be included.
Regarding river pollution, there was a new Local Plan awaiting public consultation.
The LJCs, whilst effective, had had to be disbanded because there was no money to pay someone to take the Minutes.

REPORT FROM CLUNBURY CLIMATE ACTION GROUP
Mr Tom Wall referred to the written report from the Climate Group which was in response to the South Shropshire Climate Action’s report by Professor John Whitelegg, both documents having been circulated to all Parish Councillors.  Cllr Davies read out the 15 “Asks”.   Councillors were doubtful whether much could be achieved within the parish.  Mr Wall said that the main actions required by the Climate Group were that the Parish Council write to Shropshire authorities with recommendations.  Cllr Hartin said the funding was not available at present.  Mr Wall agreed to draft suitable letters for consideration by the Parish Council.  The Transport Letter Feedback Form was approved to be sent to Shropshire Council.
The Climate Action Group would lead a Parish Ramble on the Black Hill.  Details to follow.

COUNCIL FINANCES:
Account balances were reported as:
Community (current) account									£5,254.67
Business Premium account									£1,323.53
Sports & Leisure account									   £396.29.



It was agreed unanimously to pay the following:
Ms N Adams (salary: Sept/Oct/Nov/Dec)							£762.68
J Croxton (refund for Speaker’s fee at September meeting)					  £30.00
Clunton Village Hall (hire for meeting)								    £5.25.

It was further agreed to pay the following:
(Cllr Davies declared an interest and did not vote)
Cllr Davies had submitted an invoice for the usual amount of £75.00, but the Chairman proposed that a further £25.00 be paid due to the extensive work involved in cutting, trimming and reshaping the hedges and trees around the burial ground.  This was agreed unanimously on a show of hands.
I Davies (burial ground maintenance 2021)							£100.00.

To decide Precept for financial year 2022/23:
Clerk had circulated financial documents and after discussion it was agreed to request a Precept of £5,500.00.

PLANNING:
There were no current applications for discussion, nor any decisions to be reported by the planning authority.

ROADS/STREETSCENE:
Radar speed signs.  The signs were still in storage in the village hall at Clungunford, waiting for Shropshire Council Highways to install the required posts.
A solar-powered interactive sign had appeared in Twitchen near the bottom of Redwood Lane but there was not a corresponding one at the other end of the village.
Cllr Hartin offered to find out the situation regarding the above matters.

Street lights: payment of energy charge.  Clerk has established that the street lights in Clun for which Shropshire Council paid the energy charge were in fact owned by Shropshire Council.  The street lights in Clunton were owned by the Parish Council and didn’t qualify.

Clunton: Dredging under bridge.  Chairman said that some work had been done but had to be paused for two months for ecological reasons.  More dredging was needed especially where the brook joined the main river.
Gunridge Lane.  Some patching had been done, but the lane needed to be resurfaced.

Kempton speed signs.  Cllr Lewis to monitor the situation.

CORRESPONDENCE:
‘Spotlight’ leaflets for February, published by Enterprise House in Bishops Castle.  Distributed to those present.

PARISH COUNCIL MANAGEMENT:
HM Queen’s Green Canopy.  Clerk to get more details.  Cllr Hartin said that Shropshire Council was again running the free trees scheme.

HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  There would probably be a beacon at Cwm Bydd, with numbers limited to 100.  Cllr Harding to find out more details, and also speak to Christina Whitehead – possible beacon on Clunbury hill?

BT Payphone boxes.  Clerk asked whether parishioners wanted any or all of the telephone boxes to be bought by the Parish Council from BT.  After discussion it was agreed that all four telephone boxes should be purchased, it was not likely that the telephony could be retained, but there were other uses, such as a book exchange.  Clerk to start the process.




ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
Kempton AED defibrillator.  Cllr Lewis said the unit needed new batteries and asked how they would be funded.  Clerk advised her to contact Jack Limond at The White Horse in Clun, who ran the Clun Valley AED Scheme.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parish Rambles.  Tom Wall said these were held periodically on a Sunday morning.  The Chairman suggested that a future walk could be led by an expert on the pearl mussel situation.

Smartwater.  To be put on the next Agenda.  In the meantime enquiries to be made as to whether this system was still operating.  Barbara Freeman to be contacted.

OPEN DISCUSSION
None.

DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING
May 2022 – date to be confirmed.  Kempton village hall at 7.30pm.



There being no further business the meeting closed at 9pm.
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